
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of: 

HENDERSON-UNION RURAL ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION, INC. 

1 
1 
1 

ALLEGED FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ) 
COMMISSION REGULATION 807 KAR 5:006 ) 

CASE NO. 92-416 

O R D E R  

Henderson-Union Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation, InC. 

("Henderson-Union"), a Kentucky corporation which engages in the 

distribution of electricity to the public for compensation for 

lights, heat, power, and other uses, and which was formed under 

KRS 279.010 to 279.220, is a utility subject to Commission 

jurisdiction. KRS 278.010; KRS 279.210. 

KRS 278.280(2) directs the Commission to prescribe rules and 

regulations for the performance of services by utilities. 

Pursuant to this statutory directive, the Commission promulgated 

Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:006, Section 26, which requires 

electric utilities to notify the Commission of any accident which 

results in injury within two hours of the discovery of the 

accident by the utility. 

Commission Staff has submitted to the Commission an 

Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report dated August 19, 

1992, appended hereto, which alleges that: 



1. On June 11, 1992, Steve Cote, an employee of Meuth 

Construction Company, was unloading brick at a construction site 

of Highway 12 approximately 4 miles east of Henderson, Kentucky. 

During the work, the boom of the truck Mr. Cote was using came 

into contact with an overhead distribution line belonging to 

Henderson-Union, resulting in injury to Mr. Cote. Henderson-Union 

learned of the accident at 4:15 p.m. (CDT) but did not notify the 

Commission of the accident until 5:18 p.m. (CDT), June 12, 1992. 

2. As a result of its failure to report the accident within 

two hours of discovery, Henderson-Union is in probable violation 

of 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 26. 

The Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS that: 

1. Henderson-Union shall submit to the Commission within 20 

days of the date of this Order a written response to the 

allegations contained in the Electrical Utility Accident 

Investigation Report. 

2. Henderson-Union shall appear at a hearing to be held on 

November 19, 1992, at 1O:OO a.m., Eastern Standard Time, in 

Hearing Room 2 of the Commission's offices at 677 Comanche Trail, 

Frankfort, Kentucky, for the purpose of presenting evidence 

concerning the incident which is the subject of the Electrical 

Utility Accident Investigation Report, specifically the alleged 

violations of Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:006, Section 26, and 

be prepared to show cause why it should not be subjected to the 

penalties of KRS 278.990 for its alleged failure to comply with 

Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 26. 
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3 .  Henderson-Union shall appear at an informal conference 

to be held on October 26, 1992, at 1:OO p.m., Eastern Daylight 

Time, in Conference Room 1 of the Commission's offices at 730 

Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky. 

4 .  The Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report 

dated August 19, 1992 is hereby made a part of the record of this 

case. 

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 28th day of September, 1992. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

&h.& Vice Chairman 

Cohmissioner ' 

ATTEST: 

Executive Director - . ., 



:,Ec&ccsR ?SC ZLECTRIC ACCIDENT REPORT ?AGE 
08/13 

ACCIDENT NBR:00004 INVESTIGATION NBR: 3201000 
UTILITY ID: 2100 HENDERSON-UNION R.E.C.C. 

ACCIDENT DATE:06/11/92 15:49 

DATE UTILITY LEARNED OF ACCIDENT: 06/11/92 !.6:15 

DATE REPORTED:06/12/32 ;7:18 

INV BEG DATE: 06/16/92 INV END DATE: 06/16/92 

DATE SUMMARY WRITTEN REPORT RECEIVED FROM UTILITY: 06/12/92 

ACCIDENT REPORTED BY: 
John E. Newland, ?.E. 
Senderson-Union RECC 
5402 Old Corydon Rd. ?.O. Sox 18 
Senderson. KY 42420-0018 
WORK PBONE: (502)826-3991 

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE: 
Senderson-Union Map 610-72-23 4 
mles east of Henderson, KY,  o f f  Hwy 
12 
Henderson, KY 
C0lJNTY:Henderson PEONE: 

CUSTOMERS OUT OF SERVICE: None 

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDEXT: 
Mr. Steve Cote, an employee of Meuth Construction Co., was un- 
loading brick at a construction site off  Hwy. 12 approximately 
4 miles east of Henderson. KY. when accident occurred. Alleged- 
ly, Mr. Cote inadvertently pushed the wrong button on his hana- 
held control and the boom of his truck came into contact with a 
7,200 volt overhead distribution line belonging K O  Henaerson- 
Union RECC. 

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS: 
Single phase line was reparied and put back into service. 
See interruption report. 

W :  Steve Cote 
SEX: H AGE: 23 CONDITION: injured 
E H P M Y W :  Meuth Construction Co. 
INJURIES: Xinor burns on both hands and a minor burn on one Eoot. 

VICTIMS: 



EIECXC5.5 ISC PLECTRIC ACCI3ENT REPORT 

PERSONS ASSISTING IN TEE INVESTIGATION: 
- NAUE EMPLOYER 

Charles Tucker-Disc. Manager Senderson-Union 
Kenny Liggett-Servicemane Henderson-Union 
3onald D. Hallmark-Const. Supt. Henderson-Union 

Henderson-Union m ..R. Jacobs-System Dispatcher 

SOLIFICES OF INMRllATION: 

John Newland,Charles Tucker - Kenny Liggett-Ronald Hall- 
mark-?. Jacobs all Senderson - Union RECC employees. 
An onsite investigation by - John Land, PSC Engineering 
Staff. 

?AGE 
08/19 

A C C I D W  NBR : 0 0 

RECC 
RECC 
RECC 
RECC 



:rzcaccsx ?SC ZLECTXIC ACCIDENT REPORT PAGE 
08/15 

ACCIDENT NBR:O( 

PROBABLE VIOLATIONS OF COHnISSION REGULATIONS: 

NRR OF VIOLATIONS: 1 

INVESTIGATION NBR: 92 010 00 VIOLATION NBR: 001 
FINDING P W  REGULATION: 807 K A R  5:006 Sec. 26 Henderson-Union 
3ECC did not report this accident within (2) hours fallowing 
iiscovery by means outlined in 807 KAR 5:006 Sec. 26. 

I t  is recommended that the Commission consider action i n  
accordance with KRS 278.990, due to Henderson-Union RECC's 
probable violation of 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Sec. 26. 

RECOMMENDATIONS PER FINDING: 



ZLECACCSR ?SC ELECTRIC ACCIDENT REPORT PAGE 
08/13 

ACCIDENT NBR:OO 
LINE C L W C E S  

MINIMUM ALLOWEC 
A. At Point Of Accident As NERSURED BY NESC 

Phase conductor to ground elevation: 2 3 ' - 9  1 / 2 "  
Neutral conduccor to ground elevation: 19 I - 9 "  
Communications conductor to ground elevation: 14'-7" 
Phase conduccor to structure: 2 4 8 - 3 "  

a. A t  Lowest Point Of Span 

Phase conductor to ground elevation: 2 3 ' - 2  1 / 2 "  
Neutral conductor to ground elevation: 19'-3 1 / 2 "  
Communications conductor to ground elevation: 14'-7" 

C. SPAN LENGTH: 2 3 0 . 0 0  VOLTAGE OF LINE OR FACILITIES: 

YERR THE LINE OR FACILITIES WERE CONSTRUCTED: 1990 

DATE LAST INSPECTED BY UTILIT!Y:11/19/90 

DATE: 06/16/92 TIME: 12:35 

APPROXIMATE TEMPERATURE: 91 

15 ' -0" 
15 ' -0" 

8 * -0" 
10 ' -0" 

15 ' -0" 
15 ' -0" 

8 ' - 0 "  

7 2 0 0  V 

MEASUREWZNTS HADE BY: John Land. PSC, K. Liggett & R. Hallmark/Henderson URE, 

SUWITTED BY: John W. Land 



. ATTACHMENT 3 

P. s. c. 
ACCIDENT AWD ~BOUBLL REPORT m u  
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PAGL:. , ~ 4 ~ 5 n ? , r r 7 ~  [INCLUDING THIS SHEET): 
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SUP ' X T :  



m5u2 826 3939 



-encersm-unicn Gurci E!ecmc C;:oerorNe 2;:ccroncr. A 

june 2 5 .  1992 

Kentucky Publ ic  Service Commission 
730 Schenkel Lane 
P.  0. Box 615 
Frankfor t ,  Kentucky 40602 

a t tn :  john Land 

?e: Report o f  Pub l i c  Contact - June 11th 

Enclosed you w i l l  f i n d  our F ina l  Report and o t h e r  documentation concerning 
t h i s  inc ident .  Included i s :  

F ina l  Report 
I n t e r r u p t i o n  Report 
Dispatcher 's Memo 
Staking Sheet f o r  Or ig ina l  L ine Const ruc t ion  - W. 0. 325123 
Area Gr id  Sheet i d e n t i f y i n g  pole and l o c a t i o n  - G r i d  10-72 

'de understand you received copies o f  our photographs dur ing  your  v i s i t  on 
June 16th. 

Please c a l l  i f  we can prov ide other  in fo rmat ion .  Thank you f o r  ass i s t i ng  
zrith our i nves t i ga t i on .  

D i rec to r  o f  Engineering and Operations 

ab 

Enclosure 



ACCIOENT: REPORT 

l a t e :  June 11. 1992 
1550 hours I ime: 

> l a c e :  HURECC Map No. 10-72-23 
Highway 812 4 m i l e s  Eas r  of Henderson ( approx . )  

g rooe r ry :  Sammy Brocato 
Route 3 
Henderson, i Y  

Age: 23 ( a p p r o x . )  
Address: 1712 F i r s t  S t r e e t  

Home Phone: 826-68@2 
2 h a t :  Mr. Cote was o p e r a t i n g  a boom truck, unloading b r i c k .  He was on ground 

u s i n g  c a b l e  s t y l e  remore c o n t r o l  h e  mi s t ake ly  pushed b u t t o n  t o  make 
boom go i n  d i r e c t i o n  t o  c o n t a c t  7200 v o l t  10. 4 ACSR primary. 
boom of  the truck burned the primary wire i n t o .  
was Z t  miles  away. I t  i s  a type  L. Kyle heavy d u t y  o i l  c i rcui t  recloser. 
The r e c l o s e r  l ocked  open and we r e c e i v e d  c a l l s  from consumers on the 
l i n e .  

When we a r r i v e d  Mr. Cote s a i d  he was a l r i g h t .  ile i n s i s t e d  he go t o  see 
a doctor.  
the Emergency Room. Cornuni ty  Methodis t  H o s p i t a l .  

He was kept  o v e r n i g h t  and r e l e a s e d  Friday a.m. He was t o l d  t o  return 
t o  d o c t o r  Tuesday, 6 /16  t o  have f o o t  examined. He has minor b u r n s  on 
both hands and a minor  b u r n  on one f o o t .  

We have taken p i c t u r e s  and w i l l  complete o u r  r e p o r t  w i t h i n  the next 
2 weeks. Our c l e a r a n c e  was 20'-1" t o  n e u t r a l  and 23'-11" t o  o u r  
primary. We feel t h e  r e c l o s e r  o p e r a t e d  p r o p e r l y .  

We have been informed Mr. Cote i s  back a t  work w i t h  no appa ren t  
problems. 

Th i s  s e c t i o n  of  l i ne  ( S e c t i o n  0544) was i n s p e c t e d  i n  t h e  sp r ing  of 
1990 and i s  s c h e d u l e d  for  i n s p e c t i o n  i n  Janua ry  1993. 

-. 

. ,ho :  Steve Cote - Emoioyee of Meuth Consrrucr ion iomoany 

Henderson 

The 
The p r o t e c t i v e  d e v i c e  

'Ne took h i m  t o  a f ami ly  member, r h o  t o o k  h i m  t o  a doc to r  a t  

i n h m )  
()John E. Newland 



INTERRUPTION REPORT 

Serlal No. 

Tlmo Reporled -&dq 
Report Recelved By: 

T h e  011: Tim0 On: 
/ 

Location or Arm0 Alhctod:  9- 39-6  

Number of Members Al1.c 

Acllon Taken: 

Dote: -//-? g) Signed: 
~ 1 1 1 8  
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ATTACHMENT D 

FIELD PHOTOGRAPHS 







C TI 

PRECEDING IMAGE HAS BEEN 
REFILMED 

TO ASSURE LEGBILITY OR $0 
CORMCP A POSSfBLE ERROR 




